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Budapest in English at 1820, 29 Novemgg‘uél'

(Text)

tere is Betty Cranshaw, a British girl studying in Pungary, to read you her
weekly letter to her mother at home.

“Dear Yother, Thanks a lot for your last letter which arrived this
morning. Four days ®r regular mail, not bad. ‘It is funny that you should men-
tion Christmas for just yesterdsy morning I had the same queer feeling when I
caught sight of the first Xmas tree decorations in the shop windows, and wonder
what Christmas away from home would be like, You need have no fear of my being-
1ost and feeling alone during the Xmas holidays for whenever this subject crops
up at home with the Kovacs, Nrs. Kovacs tells me in a warm voice that she is going
to try her best to take your place.

»T am sure Xmas here will be filled with novel experiences for me. Still,
I grant you the real thing is Xmas at home. Anyway, dear, let's try not getting
sentimental about it; keep your chin up and I promise to write you dotailed letters
all about Xmas in Fungary. By the way, we had our first fall of snow last night.
Nothing much to speak of, but it was exciting to see a thin layer of white when &
I looked out the window this morning.

nOh, before I forget I miat tell you all about the custom here of Santa Claus
visiting the children laden with gifts on the cve of the 6th December., The 6th
Fecember is St. Nicholas Dey, who was Bishop of lyra in Asia linor long, long ago.
Since he especially loved children, he is the patron saint of children. The
legend says that he was in the habit of anonimously leaving presents on the window
sills of houses of poor people. That is how it came about that every year, on the
6th December, the kids here put their shoes on the windowsills and Sante Clsus,
who looks much the same as ours, either comes to visit them in person or Just
Jeaves the presents on the sill. A1l the sweet shops are already decorated with
chocolate and marzipan Santa Clauses of all sizes wrapped in red paper, wooden
Santa Clauses on sleighs with sprouting bags on their backs, pllded birches with
which Santa ... (the speaker appearsd to stumble here and the sense is not quite
clear -~ Tditor) ... (face?) the little devil, is supposed to give a whopping to
naughty children, tied with ribbon with chocolates, sweets and bisouits hanging
from them. T think the whole custom very charming.

npAs for Xmas, unlike at home, it's not Santa Claus who brings the presents
but 1little Jesus, and the gifts are laid beneath the tree which is 1it for the
first time on Christmas Eve and the presents are distributed then, instead of
being 1aid at the foot of one's bed on Xmas morning.

nYesterday, [ was fortunate enough to meet some of the foreign delegates who
have come to the second International iiomen's Congress which is being held here
at present. Some of them were extremely interesting, including some very colorful
delegates from all over Asia, — Viet Nam, India, China, Korea and the Asiatic
Soviet Republics. I found that quite a mmber of them ocould speak tnglish and 1
got to kmow quite a lot about their countrics from the chats I had with some of
them, It seems that they are having a sort of conference of their own before the
Congress proper starts, because the Indian Government wouldn't let them hold an
Asian women's conference at Calcutta, Their fight for freedom and equal rights
mst indeed be very hard, It is difficult for us to imagine how terrible must be
the position of wou-r in a country like ¥alaya, with troops — British troops, at
that -- burning villages to the ground and machine-gunning people from the air
in case they are Commnists. The Korean delegates, however, seemed somewhat
more cheerful; in half their country at any rate, they say they have the people
in power. As to the delegates of S.E. Asia, 1 was tremendously impressed by -
them. They were all university professors or leading politicians and administrators
and they spoke with the cheerfulness and self-confidence that can surely come of
a real sense of freedom. I am very much looking forward to meeting the Pritish
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delegates when they come, especially as I once met irs. Viorcester, who is
heading the British delegation, when I went to meet John at Cambridge. Fe told
me she manages to do housework and scientific research at the same time because
she has built herself a proper little crystallographic laboratoery in her kitchen.

"Emily wrote me the other day. She seers very happy indeed about her new
job in Censva. She also said that if all went well, she would try her besito
squeese in & visit to Dudapest in the near future,

"That's all this waok; Mum. My love to you all. Your dmgjw, Betty."

Budapest in English at 1820 EST, 3 Dscember 1948.
(Text)

"Dear Jotrer, Thanks for your nice long letber and I am so glad to hear
that Jim has a job at last.

"You wer: quite right in thinking that I am very entiusiastic and interested
in the Interrational ‘iomen's Congress and as I know that what you want is first-
hand news, I am going to tell you all about it. A friend of minc who works for
the Federatsion here took me along to Parliament building to listen to yeaterday's
session. Iat before I tell you about that, I must try and describe the torch~
1ight procresion which asssembled in Parliament Square to welcome and greet the _
delegates on iednesday evening. It wes truly a magnificent sight and I was lucky
in gettirz a good view of the steps of Parliament :queesed in among the delegates
and prous and smiling Fungarian women. The weather was on our side, not very cold
and no vind and by six thirty, the big Square was filled with thousands of women
who cams marching along carrying flaming torches and national and red flags and
slogans. There must have been something like 30,000 of them. It was certainly
an imposing and heart-warming sight. .

"The delegates, women who have come from 55 differcnt countries, —— from far
off .sia, the Soviet Union, America and from all over Zurope -~ werc greeted with
enthasiastic shouts when they appeared on the steps of Perliament. One could
hear *Long Live the Soviet Union' from here, and 'long Live the Gallant Women of
Fre Spain' from there and ‘lLong live the Meroic vomen of Liberated China' from
another group. One could see that the delegates were very moved by the entlhusiastic
reroption. They kept waving their hands, smiling and whispering to each other how
woiderful it all was. I saw one Pungarian woman who was standing near some
Hcagolian and Chinese delegates fish a postcard and pencil out of her handbag and,
mking herself understood by signs, asked for sutographs which were duly given in
Cinese letters. She was absolutely thrilled. :

) np speech was then dolivered in Fungarian, then a stort address by Mme. Cotton,
ihat wonderful old lady, head of the French delegation. She loocked so frail standing
o1 the improvised platform tut her voice was strong and firm and her words, wrich
«alled the womsn of llungary to fight for peace and the overthrow of imperialism in
corder to insure a better world for us and our children, met with loud cries of
ipproval. Shouts of "tie want Peace" echoed and re-eschoed in that square from the
throats of thousands of women so that you could feel in your bones that here

were the women of a free people, voicing that whkich lay ncarest their hearts.

"A member of the Soviet delegation then addressed the crowd, conveying the
greetings of Soviet women to the women of Hungary, and speaking of the close ties
of friendship which are increasingly bringing the womén of the two nations .
closer to one another -— women united by the common bond of their love for peace.
This was greeted by cries of "long Live Stalin and the women of the Soviet People's
flepublic," shouts which lasted so long that the crowd had to be etilled several
times in order to allow the speaker to continue with her address.
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"The third and last speaker was I'rs. Chai Chang, of China. As soon as her
minute figure was visible on the platform, the crowd broke into uproarious cheers.
She spoke of the hard and unrelenting fight which the women of China are wapging to
free their country from the yoke of imperialism and those who were. preparing &
new war.,

"#] know that it's difficult (to describe?) such a ugﬁiﬁe—:nt scene., I can
only say you should have been here to see trat flaming sea of torches and the
tcns of thoysands of women shouting for Peace.

"Now to return to yesterdsy when I attended a session at Parliament. Irs.
Norah wooster was one of the spoakers who told the delegates of the fight of thre’
wockine women of Britain for equal pay, for oqual work; that ttey ardently wanted
to free the country from the power of the American dollar and the war policies
that their Covernment are pursuing. It was good to see the warm applause that
our delegate received at this conference, as if the delegates of all countries
felt and knew that she was one of them and with them.

nThere were quite a few other addresses and speeches given, but the most
forceful one of the day was delivered by the Soviet delegate, lime. Nina Popova,
wiho replied to the address given bLy: the Swedish delegate who'd requested the
i'ederation to be more diplomatic in its propaganda. well, lrs. Fopova certsinly
answered that one. I ask you what sort of propaganda is needed to make the work-
ing women of Sweden understand the horrors of imprisonment, torture, starvation,
oppression and loss of life wirich are being endured so heroiocally by our sisters in
Spain, Greece and China? These horrors and monstrous atrocities cannot be endured
by us in silence; we will and must make them known to the world at larre and fight
for their abolition. ‘ihat we want is not diplomatic language btut the truth.

"later on in her speech she prbved by a wealth of facts that f;he dollar-bosses
of America were out for anothor war, while the Soviet people wanted a lasting
peace for the whole world.

"I certainly enjoyed this day in Parliament, and I hope that, before the
Congress closes on the 6th, I'11l have a chance of attending another procession.
Yother dear, take good care of yourself, my love to all the family, a big kiss
from your daugkter, Betty." '

Budapest in English at 1820 ST, 10 Tecember 1948
(Text)

"Dear lother, Thanks a lot for your letter and for the percel of tea for
(two words). She was thrilled as it is rather expensive here although it is to
be had without difficulty. The chocdlate bars were delicious, but I must ask

you again not to deprive yourself of coupons on my account. TYou can get it off
the ration here. ) .

"I suppose my last letter with my account of the Women's Congress reached
you safely. +ell to give you a complete picture I must tell of the grand finale,
1t was wonderful. Such a glorious spectacle to witness that words fail me. I
was theére in Parliament on the last day — Monday. Only very few speeches were
delivered that day. It was mostly the resoclutions which were read out. After
one of the speeches delivered by a Hungarian delegate, calling upon women throughe
out tke world to safeguard and fight for psace, the entire hall was rent with
ringing and the applause was deafening, and around me I could see their eager,
glowing and determined faces. Paper streamers were thrown domn from the gallery
and it added a spirit of festivity to their enthusiasm. I noticed quite a few
of tke women surreptitiously wiping away tears and especially the women from
Asia, who had suffered and are suffering sc mach, seemed to be impressed and
moved by this display which clearly showed them that their sisters in Europe and
imerica Lave taken their cause to heart. :

"The post moving moment of* the Congress was at midday on londay when Jeanette
Vermeersch read the manifesto adopted by the Co ss, which declared that women
throurhout the world are a force to (heed?), that the fipht against imperialism,
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which is dragging us into another war, must be waged successfully. In short,
the resolution called for lasting peace and the safeguarding of that peace.

This was greeted with tumultuous applause and cheers and, then for about half
an hour the vast hell rang with the songs of liberty of the various countries.
The Internationale was sung by one and all, each woman present singing it in
Ler own tongue. Then came Russian songs, followed by Creek, Spanish, Mungarian,
English and I don't know how many other songs. All was symbolic of the people's
will to live in a free and peaceful world.

"] spoke with several of t&.e delegates. One American girl said that the night
before they had been to a fostivity organised by one of the trade unions. There
had been misic of course and the girls began to dance, especially the French girls
who started daneing a chain and singing. Wwell, during the dancing and merrymaking
a Tunparian woman oaze up to this American girl and asked where she came from. On
answering, she suddenly found hersclf in the lungarian women's arms who said,

‘How happy 1 am —- you come from Amcrica and want peace. Tell them in America
that we all want peace here.! ell, the American girl thought that her delegation
would be able to do ruch for that cause by telling and writing of such personal
experiences here upor their return to the States. She was a very charming person
and I do hope she proves to be right. I hcard that the delegates had left
Budapest this morning and in the throe days they had left they visited villages,
country towns, factories and plants. I should have thought they would have been
dead tired after their exhausting weelk, but all thosc I spoke with said that these
personal contacts mean vory much to them and they want to have as many personal
experiences as possible to tako back with them. ‘ell, that's the end of the fonrress
and it's a pity to ses it finished. '

wpreparations for Christmes are going on apace here. Shop windows already all
have a Christmas appsarance decorated with fir trees, tinsel, Christmas tree
decorations and so ¢n. The shops look lovely -~ absolutely stocked and prices not at
all high. I'11 be “elling you some more about this next week, lother, for I'm
afraid I have anotter two hours of studying to do tonight. Ch, do you know what a
group at the University are planning to do for the Christmas holidays? Rent a
couple of rooms at a tourist club and go skiing in the hills nearby. The trip up
won't take more than an hour and a half (few words indistinct) and we will certainly
have plenty of fun and the exercisc will do us no end of good. I'm looking for-
ward to it tremefdously and will pin our hopes on a good snowfall, of which
unfortunately trare is as yet no sign, though we have had a little already.

mothor dear, my love to you all. ?Flease rake your next letter real Christmasy
giving me all Jetails to make up for my being away from you. Kisses from your
loving daughter, Betiy." )

Budapest in Inglish at 1320 £ST, 12 December 1948,
(Text)

"Nps, Harzaret kvans of Southampton has written to us to say that she can hear

our bull:tin very well excert for 8 certain amount of interference by the third
program. She goes on to say how plad she is to hecar that people in Hungary can
buy mos; of the things they need at a reasonable price. Mrs. Lvans seems to be .
having quite a lot of trouble doing her shopping for Christmes. She says that it
is terribly difficult to buy everything she needs for Christmas., It is only when
you go out to look for some vory nice Christmas present that you realize how ex-
pensive and badly made the goods are. It seems that it is only the rich who can

afforit to give thingss for Christmas, (So after all I'1l have to do without

Chirincmas prescnts?) \

"ie <n Yunpary cannot agree with Urs. Lvans. It does not have to be like thab.
Jhiristmas can be and must be a holiday for the working people and their children —-
not just for the rich., In Fungery, too, the Christmas shopping season has been
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& happy hunting ground for speculators wholesalers and capitalists. There was

good business for some, misery and vitterness for others, but now it is no longer
like that. This Christmas all Tungarian working people are going to have a real
holiuay they can enjoy. Before I'unpary switched over to planned economy, presents
here also used to go up sharply just before Christmas. This year they have gone down.
i.ggs are 157 cb caper, fats five per cent less, the price of pork went down by 15%,
tinned foods are 254 cheaper, and apples, lemons and sugar are less than half

the price they were last year. In the old days the poods became scarce towards
Crristmas, but now the Government has laid in tremendous stocks. Ten thousand
pounds of cooking chocolate and 20,000 pounds of butter are just some of the items
that have been put by for the Christmas holidays. iihile the Government owns the
larpest piggerys, three timcs as meny pipgs are to be slaurhtered before Christmas
than before. {one sentence indistinct) And so is it with many other poods,
Clothes are also cheaper than in the last year and plentiful. The municipal

stores are selling Christmas trees for five bob per tree. The rallways are putting
on special comfortable extra trains for the holiday. Tre working pcople of
Tungary will have a good lhristmas. They can buy more than they could buy at

any Christmas and more important still their Christmas will be a Christmas of

hope, of coniidence, and of peace,"

b
CONFIDAITIAL

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 2007/07/25 : CIA-RDP78-04864A000100080005-6



